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ABSTRACT ) . : , . _
Some one million collede bound students, who were
high school seniors during 1974-75 previousl participated in the
College Board's Admissions Testing Program (ATP), which included the
scholarship Aptitude Test (SAT), the Test of Standard Written: ‘
English, the Studentp scriptive Questionnaire, and the ATP,

Achievement Tests. Thése tests created a wide range of ‘inforfmation
about: (1) student sccioeconomic characteristics, (2) academic

performance in high school, "(3) test scores, (4) student plans for
advanced placement and advanced degrees, and (5) first choice

* intended field cf study. The ATP, summary report contzibutes .
informatibn. to understanding‘how various pg;sonal,,siﬁ?&i*gg:i

. 2, - K )
academic factors are involved as college-bound seniors become.

affiliated with individual college and gystems of colleges. The
report,-prepared at a national, regional, ‘and state level is useful

in comparison with institutional data. (Author/KE)
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-The Admissions Testing Program (ATP) is a service of the College Entrance
L Examination Board, a nonprofit membership organization that provides tests and
other educational servjlis for students, scheols, and colleges. The membershi
is composed,of more™~than 2,000 colleges, schools, school systems, and education
- assoclations. Represéntatives of the members serve on the Board of Trustees .
» and advisory councils and committees that consider' the Board's programs and

participate in the determination of its policies and activities. .

COpyright ® 1975 by College Entrance Examination Board. o :
" A1l rights reserved. .
Prt/;ed in the Unite ates of America.
_ » :

b N ".




oo

> . [ - S b

. : Fyom the College Board ATP Summary‘Réﬁorcuonfi974—75 College-Bound Sehioggﬂ,} P
i & R R Tt e
5 he & i 7%137! vt

A . “ ’ -
. , | L 1,
- . . i

¢ X . . . . , "

i974—75 sehiors eafned‘more SAT ﬁﬁorés'belowJAOO and fewer scores at or above
600 as SATfVerbal and SAT-mathematical sco?ehavqragesqfell'sharply 10 and 8 -
- points, respectivily, belqw their 1973-74 levels. - _ , p ;
Most Achievement Test score averages of 1974-75 senlors were lower than -those
. ®f 1973-74 seniors, Qut Mathematics Level I scores did not decline. T v
- ¢ \ ' ! . . o .o . KJ

- »

1974-75 seniors were the first'among whom more women tban"men took the SAT.

Men had highef SAT scores, including higher SAT—Verbalfécores,'but women had
markedly higher scores on the Test of Standapyd Written English. :

. . .
»
-
¢ -

te

15 percent'of_the,WOmgn and 13 percent of the men B2long to an ethnic minority.

Abpuf.one—tﬁird estimated their parents’ ?ﬁngome at less than $I2,000. ,
About one-third estimated their parents'! income at more than $20,000. - \
, . " -~ :

one-third have estimated parental contributions less than $625.
“About one-sixth have estimated parental 'contributions more than $3,900.
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"~ About two-fifths plan to ééek help in college in finding part-time work,

. .
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' Three-Eourths were in the highest two-fifths of:their high-school class. -

Their latest grades in six academic areas averaged 3.1 or B;
By subject,;the percentage of grades earned in adVanéed, a%célgrateg, or
courses, ranged from 8-to 15 percent. ) ‘ o

45 percent of the men and 35 percent of the women reported postbaccalaurejte
degree plans, and thig sex difference was reduced as the level of aspiratiog
| ~ increased more rapidly among women fog the second conseé@tive year. .

More'thaq’half plan to apply for placement in advanced courses,. course credit,

or exemption.ffbm requived courses in college. : )
: N - . ¢ . - ‘ . \ - )

More than one-third of the women intend to major in education or healthtrelated

areas} more than one quarter of the men intend to major ip engineering or in

4

» business and commerce. : . . .

£
)

T —pms—

About ‘one QUarter prefer to live at home, about half prefer a ‘college dormitory;
more men prefer a coed dormijory, and more women prefer a single-sex dormitory.

A .
v :
o . B . »

o 7 - _" o 4




S,

COLLEGE BOARD ATP SUMMARY REPORTS

- .

PERSENAL FACTORS ‘
m L
esicencell

lintarests)

’ 7‘

SEOIAL FACTERS
-“-([S )

eci e , »
“ S%Gﬁm . prospectivelapplicant
honorstandlawaids] @ qajﬁzmnml V
\Em‘“ d JCirﬂw ' Wy enrollingltreshmen)
achievemern UM feeiistiooltreshnenie

\ g +

HOW TO GET ADMISSIONS TESTING PROGRAM SUMMARY REPORTS

For colleges, consortf%, ang systems of colleges., Colleges that want the
College goard,to'pfépare an.ATP Summary Report for their freshmendggould
inform the College‘Boérdyrggi?nal office for their area (gee back cover).
Reports are also dvailable.for the other groups of students listed above and
for special student subgroups such as financial aid recipients, “gipority
applicants; engineeéing majérs, etc.

ATP Summary Reports are also wrepared for consortia, and for systems
of colleges. Groups of colleges liat want the College Board to prepidre an
ATP Summary RePort for all their freshmen combinea, for their combined aid

applicaffts ‘or in-state students, etc., should choose a coordinator to inform

the appropriate College Board regional office.

For high schggls, school districts, and school systems., Individual high
schools need not reqdest an ATP Summary Report for their college-bound seniors
because reports are released automatically to their Qrincipale.

Principals of two or more schools, superintendents of school districts,
and administrative heads of other systems of schools who want the College Board
to prepare an ATP Summary Report for all their schools' ATP participants should

inform the College Board regional officé for their area (see back cover).

. .
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PREFACE o ;
. /’ '

As this report is released, something less thén half,of the’ high school seniors
. of 1974-75 are in transition ty/about three thousand colleges with the help of
geveral hundred scholarship ponsors. Some one million of theése students previ—
ously participated in the €ollege Board's Admissions Testing Program (ATP)

There they met the Scho rship Aptitude Test (SAT) and the Test of Standard

Written English, the Student Descriptivyﬁuestionﬂafi& ‘and, many of them, ATP
Achievement Tests" As they did, they created a wide range of information about
themselves and asked the College Board to report it to their schools, to
colIEges, and to scholarship sponsors, v

Records kept by the College Board on that process permit the information
filad for individual students to be filed also for the high schools where those
stu:%nts wére college-bound seniors and for the colleges and scholarship spon-
gsors to which they were prospective applicants. These institut{onal files are
kept on a longitudinal basis for each high school class. Students may partici-
pate 4in the ATP as sophomores, juniors, or seniors, or more than once during
those years. The most recent of all information created by their participation
is stored for summary analysils toward the end of their high school careers. -
,Beginning in the summer £following their graduation from high school, the College
}SBoard produces a series of ATP Summary Reports, as illustrated on the opposite
page.

Through ATP Summary Reports, ‘the College Board makes a contribution to . -

.

the information needed for the rational and responsible managetient of the process
of college entrance and completion. Such management requires sclools and
colleges to understand how various personal, social, and academic factors are
involved as college—bound seniors become affiliated with individual colleges'ﬁ .
and” systems of colleges. Each institution 'and system Sees reflected in its own
ATP Summary Report, however, ‘only a fraction of several larger populations-of '
college-bound students. Reports are, therefore, also prepared at the national,
reglonal, and state level for use as backdrops against which institutional, data
can be viewed for comparative.purposes;- o ' )

The national ATP Summary-Reporf,'presented here, 1s the most oomprehensive
of al\. It includes the records of all'l§74—75 seniors, wherever- located,

. “0
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who registered for the "eollege boards" before April of their senior year.

Similar reports at the regional level are available for the areas illustrated

on the.back cover of this booklet from the‘bpllege Board offices 1istéd there.

ATP Summary Reports prepared for schools and colléges and school and college

systems are released by the College Board only to those for whqm.ﬁhey are

prepared.

T
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i, ONE MILLION QOLLEGE—BOUND SENIORS - o - | _ oy
4 ’ - ,.c . |
Some one million college-bound seniors are described in the tables on pages 19-33
and in the notes that follow. The majority of pheSe senlors. are scholasti— '

~cal1y apt and studied apademic subjects extensively in high schoold They have
been and” plan to be busy with extracunricular activities, and they aré confident

of their Social skills. " They are more modest about their academic skills but

"seem eager for further schooling, if undecided in considerable numbers about

how far tney want to go and aoout the field of study in which to concentrate.
1 Before characterizinmg these students in more detail, a cautionary note about

the limitations of the data .and about the contexts in which they occur is in

order. The students who take the SAT and are described here are numerous. But

they are equal in number to only about one-third of all 1975 high school %raduates

Vand about: two— hirds of all those graduates who are going directly to college.
Those two grguips of students differ from the small group of sgpdents who take the
Scholastic/Aptitude Test (SAT) and respond‘to the Student Descriptive Queséion— \
naire wnile they are in high -school. As a result, what is reported here about

- the 197% -75 seniors who took the SAT cannot be taken as necessarily .true of all

1975’high school graduates or-all 1975 college freshmen.
y

/MWOMEN AND MEN, | . | .
/ / : :

Historically, women.have Been more,nunerous than men amongvhigh school graduates,
but because the rate of collegeeéoing,has been higher among men high school, grade:
uates, men have outnumbered women _among college freshmen. There.have iﬁSb; over
the years, been more men than women among the college—bound students taking the
College Board's Scho}astic.Aptitude Test (SAT). But in_recent‘;ears_the percent-
age of women among all students taking the SAT has increased as the rate of
college-going has’ decreased more rapidly aimgng men than among'women.- And the

seniors of 1974-75 were the first among whom more women' than men took the SAT.

3 7 - 8 , . . _
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. The percentage o stuﬂents whp take the college boards" and describe themsélves,b'.
in the Student:?%scriptive Questionnaire as belonging to a minority ethnic group'fv -
" has remained virtually constant at about 14 percent from 1971-72, when the : . T~
questionnaire was introduced, through l974775 (Table 2) Roughly 8 percent of
the~l944—¥5~senierse-~9~1 pereent~s£- ‘emeneandeéwéepercenteofgthe_menf-~ S
indicated that they were.blapk. Two perc Pt and . a slightly larger percentage A

of men than women, described their ethnic background as orlental. Smaller per—k
centages indicated that they were "other" (l 8/), Mexican American or Chicano

’ ' . R A
)

RICH AND POOR™ = - ° FRR -

- * ¢
_'About two—thT?ﬂs*of the 1974-55 cqllege-bound seniors who tool the SAT answered
the Student Descriptive Questionnaire irem about their estimatge of their parents'

* income., Their responses divide them into three roughly equall numerous groups.

between $12, 000 and $20,000, and those reporting incomes more han $20,000.
Parents' incomes (Table-21) are combined with other info ation that stu-

ts report about how many brothers and sisters they have and bout how many of

|
|
\
|
" those reporting annual parental incomes below $12, 000, those reporting incomes ‘ 1

ose will.be ih collége when they enter. From such combinatione, estimates of

f the 1974-75,seniors' Zther education are calculated and sugmarized in
able 20. The parents’ |
tesponding students are estimated to be less than $625, those of about one- LA
ourth are between $625 and $l,SQO, those of'about one—fifth are'beyween $1,500

and $3,900, and about one-sixth have estimated parents' contributions of more e

contributions of somewhat more than one~third of all

v

L 3 BRI -

than $3,900. ¢ : S . : e o

1 These estimated parents cbntributiqne are distributed-sepanately in
Table 20 for students in the various ethﬂic groups. It is apparent that sipgnif- -
<
icantly larger amounts of financial aid must be offered to minority students 1f

they are not to have their freedom of college choice mqre severely restricted
fp 4
L)
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by, th ir families' financial circumstances.*‘Aboug'three—fourthsuof the black and

“ Mexican American students, for example, have esti fted parentalvcontributions-
' less than $625, and more than half have such contributions less than $200. ]
Table 20 s rough estimates of the family financial situations of a large
number of l974—75 callege—bound seniors ean be compared wit the estimated costs .
of college attendance in 1?75-76. Those average costs, as Zeported to the College

Scholarship Service (CSS) range from about $2,100 for public two-year institu-

) tiong (conl ﬁEéf’Bﬁdgéf)*ﬁaLasaﬁr $ﬁ,500‘f6r private four~year imstitutions — 5
(residen*Budget) . ' ; ’ ' ‘ g

The lower of these two student expense budgets is, however, about twica the
estimated,parents contribution of about half of the 1974-75 colleiz;bound seniors

who took the SAT. Many students must, therefore, rely at least in part on self—

help. And in this connectlon it 1is interesting to note (in Table 11) thaégmany
students who -take the SAT evidently anticipate mdetirg some of their .cqll&e costs
out of. their own income while they are in colle e.. About: twé—fifths of the
StudEnt Descriptive Questionhaire respondents dicated that th&y planned to seek
help in college in finding a part—tim job / o . .

/.

- . ’ S ,
v ) - EY
. ' . \ -
ACADEMIC PERFORMA%V; EN’;%GH SCHOOL : @ o o

. 3 . . ] .
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--Students are asked several questions on the ATP questionnaire about thelr aca-{.
dbmic performance in high school - their class ‘ramk, their latest grade in eac v
:.of six academic subJect/matter areas since beginning the ninth grade, whether

that- grade was earned in an "honots, advanced, or accelerated course," how _many.

. years they expected to study in e academic area in high school, and how many
. scholastic ‘honors or awards' they received. o
“ o " The average of the grades reportéd by 1974~75 seniprs in’ tha six areas

listed across the top of Table 3, converted to the common four-point’ scale And
weighted by the number of expected years of study in Table 4, was 3, 09‘ In texms
of letter grades, this 1s a "B" averafe for both sexes in all subjects. By :
subject~matter area, the averages for both sexes ranged from 2. 82 for mathematics
to 3. 25 for social studies. Other than ig mathematics and in the physical
sciences, the weighted averages of the grades, reported by wpmen .are higher 2

than the corresponding averages for men. In each of the six areas, l974 75

10"
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seniors 9f each sex reported slightly higher grades then the l973—74 senlors, who
“had 'in turn repotted’ higher grades then 1972—73 senfors. o
It was in. mathematics that the largest percentige of respondents, 16 percent
of the men and 13 percent of the‘women, indicated that their latest grade ‘had-
been earned. in an "honors, advanced or accelerated course." The corresponding

percentages for English were 12 percent for men and 15 percent ZEE women, and

.these were ‘about double ‘the corresponding percantages for forei Tanguages (in

¥able 3), For each~of~the~six4uuuh§mu;4nuum1,.the,percentage,Qfalatest grades ;ll'

reported as earned in such courses wasdiﬂ@tantially the same as among 1973~74
seniors, "-And slightly more than half of the seniors. from each class reported
receiving onk or more scholastic honors 3 awands (Table 17)

The average number of expected years of high school study for all six

. academic areas. combined was 16 years. Nine out. of every 10 ‘of the l974475

P
t

. third,of the tomen, expected to have studied mathematics for the equivalent of

" four or mofe years before graduating from high school. (Tabl? 4).

LS

' womeh Fewer years of study, by contrast, were reported in the social stu

'0

seniors indicated that they expected to have studied English for four or more

years before graduating Fewer; but more than ‘half of the men and more than one~

Compared with l973—74 seniors, the 1974~75 seniors reported an increas~
-%umber of’ years of study 22/4athematics, An the biological scienceg, and in the:™
physical. sciences, the in ease irt the physical scilences beinﬂ moke marKEd/for

« and. in the foreign languages (Table 4). Similar shifts, the increase in m the~

matics excepted, were»previously observed between the College~b0und‘§enio s of
1972-73/and 1973-74. ‘ R )
' About three-fourths of the l974 75 seniors reported themselves to b in the ’
highest two—fifths of their high school class, and nearly all the rest é¢gtimated
‘that they were in the middle fifth (Table 5). Eséentially the same distribution

of class ranks was previously observed for the 1973-74 seniors. ’ N

- . ¢
L]

NEW SAT READING.COMPREHENSION AND VOLABULARY SCORES <

3

I ' -

. Scotres on the verbal sections of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) are derived

from four types of questions. Two of those types are vocabulary questions =--—
analogies ahd‘hntonyms; and two are reading comprehension(questions ~- "gentence
- . ‘ * ! s ¢

8
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Cability. - 2
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| .
coppl//ions" and questions on prose passages presented in the test. Students'

answers to all four types of questions combine fo produce an SAT-verbal seore .,
that 1s reported as an overall meagure of stud nts' developed verbal reasoning ~

[ -

{
Beginnépg ‘with the October l974 administration of the SAT, the- reading com-
prehension and vocabulary questions have also been scored separately "JThese

Verbal subscores « —- Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary scores - are reported -

‘fl In two digits, oo a zu—to-BO*—c‘ie—*itoth

!

©

[}
Y

A

. mmary
reports. But s:gﬁ scores were reported only for 1974 75 seniors who took the —

SAT as seniors, in 1974-75: subscores were not reported and cannot be summarized

for the 300 000 1974-75 sepiors who took the SAT dnly as juniors in 1973-74.
As {a Tésult, subscores aré summarized in Table ‘7B for -about 720, 000 students,
rather than for the full SAT population of about ,000,000. - . : )

. he Reading Comprehension average for men, 43.5 or 435 if placed on the p

familiar College Board score of 200+to 800, scale is slightly higher than the

corresponding average, 43 3 or 433, for Women. " The sex’difference in the : .

Vocabulary -averages, 43.5 or 435 for men and 42 7 or 427 for women, is rela~-
tively ldrge. ‘It seems, therefore, that the men-who take the SAT have higher
(overall) SAT-verbal scores than the women who take the test largely because

the men do better on the questions that produce the Vocabulary score =-- the

—_
. I

. -

analogies and the antonyms. e ! ) ) ‘ -
T e 4 ' . .

a

TEST -OF STANDARD WRITTEN ENGLISH SCORES

)

© The Test of Standard Written{English waa placed in experimental use in l974~75

for purposes of placément, The new English test 4s intended to belp gollegcs,
particularly those with diversified studeﬁt bodies, place entering freshmen in
the courses most appropriate for them, Although/in experimental use as a supp}e—

ment to the SAT, the Test of Standard Written English is not itself an experi-.

~ mental test but rather a conventional test of conventional skills that students.

.are normally .expected to use in writing papers for most college courses.
The new English test measures writing skills by asking students questiohs
about ,errors in English usage. Fifty quesﬁions of two types are used in the

\' . * | 1 2 | . . -"

-t
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;/Test of Standard’ertten Engllsh\\“From research_prev1ously reported in The '

Measurement of Wr;t1ng<é§i1 Ly; a monograph publlshed by the College Board v

performance on que tlon oggeach type is known to ‘be highly assoc1atedrwith

.

.students abllity to write essays. 'Essay questlons are not. 1ncluded on the

-

jh o test whlch is an 1ndirect as well as only a. part1al measure of students )
;K ' writing abllltles. . The test makes’/ no attempt 'for example, to asseSs the e
o j_f;ability to Wf%ié creatlvely.,, - ,l_mﬁwA~47AAA ‘o - ._ . e - ;
. . ‘ At 1ts si plest level thegtest deals w1th such matters as agreement of ﬁ.
. :“.' “.bsubject and verb (John and Mary walks) At more sophistlcated levels, the
‘= ' test asks about such matters as the log1c of comparisons (E101se drives’ faster o

than her neighbor s\car), or. ‘the approprlate subordination or coord1natlon of
‘ideas within a sentence (Marla w1ll return,to San Franc1sco next year, and she:

3:'""ﬁ‘—'wﬂs bon there) : The termlnology of grammar is not tested spelllng ‘and capi—

°

t(lizationware not asked about and only in a feW»questions are punctuation

arks 1mportant in arr1V1ng at the answer. a
'y

N

. e The Test of Standard ertten ‘English is adm1n1stered 1n 30 minutes, as one
. ﬁﬁ ‘of six. sectloné in the SAT test booklet.; Scores on. the test are reported in
[two digits'on the 20- to—80 scale,,but Test of Standard ertten English. scores ,

;?»' are reported only to 60+ . o v K

;{. o The Test of Standard ertten Eng11 sh was’ 1ntroduced at. t;e October l974

“h‘adminlstratlon of the SAT the'f1rst adm1n1strat10n from whic verbal subscores
were reported. Therefore, the 1974~ 75 seniors who took the SAT only as Junlors

. in 1973~74° did ‘not take the new Engllsh test. As a result ‘Test of Stardard .

i

Written Engllsh scores are summarlzed in Table 7C only ,for 1974~175 senlors who
took the test as sénxors.' (These are .the’ same students as those for whom the
P newly reported Readlng Comprehens1on and Vocabulary scores are summarlzed in -
he - /Table 7B.) oo - A S : _
;" . In the d1str1butlons of Test of Standard Written Engllsh scores (1n
Table 7C), the sex differences that appear are more marked than those noted
+ . in the Read1ng Comprehens1on and Vocabulary scpres. Furthermore the d1rection
" of ‘the d1fference 1s reversed~ it is the women who have hlg r §cores on the
;(, new Engllsh test., Thus 4 percent bf the women and 3 percent of the men earned
the highest score reported (60+), 63 percent of the women and 57 percent of
* the men . earned scores between 40 and 59, and, 32 percent of the women and’ 40
Vooe percent of the men earned scores below 40. . ) B
' ff : R :J ylég S L o
10 . S
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R Lot . . . S ' . .
\ ¥*‘ 'All such differenees in the d1str1bution'of these two—dlgit scores produced
S Test: of: Standard - Written English score averages for womén (44 3) "and men (42. 2y
. that differ by 2.1 points, or by 21 pOlntS 1n “terms Qf the more famllnar Collegé
‘,~ﬁ.ﬁg§ Board score ‘scale of 200 to 800 The advantages enJoyed by men on the scores - "7,

from, the vierbal sectiofis of the aptltude test were relat1vely slight at" p nts

(Reading- Comprehension) and 8 p01nts (Vocabulary) s
,AA,,,_,_,‘, e . e . ' .b ‘ o=
'»'/ . ; - . . ly‘. X - . N - . . .H, . ;;r‘
- SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST (SAT) SCORES *- =~ -~ ¥ - g
- : ) PR o . » . i I 3 » . ', &

!If all students —_— more than.:hree million —— took ‘the SAT late in high school,"
) ~,f two-thirds or about two mllllon would earn SAT—verbal scores between 200 and
% ) 400. About 376,000 of the 1974~ 75 seniors who took- the SAT - roughly one-sixth
| ofqall who m1ght have ~ did in fact earn such scores' Silearlyg a third o
T all students Or. about one million‘wourd earn SAT-verbal- scofes between 400 and
600. About 541, 000 of , the 1974~ 75 seniors who took the SAT -- roughly half of
: all who might have — did take the test and earn such scores Finally, a small
percentage (aboﬁt three percent) of all students ~-— more than 100, 000 —- would
.Eiearn SAT—Verbal scores -of 600 or higher And about 79 000 of the l974 75 W
‘, ‘seniors, & substant1al maJority of all who mlght have, d1d take the SAT and earn

[ A !
: .. . . L

' scores, that high. . : v e .

. Estimates of the fractlon and number of all students .who Would earn varidus
SAT scores are necessarlly imprecise The estimates are good\enough however, '.
for- the population of students currently taking the SAT to be’ seen“blearly as - j;

f' broadly based but also highly seledted in terms of developed Verbal reasoning o
e “dbility. Essentially ‘the.- same s1tuatlon obtalns With reference to the SAT*s.

' "f_measure of developed mathematical reasoning abllity ' L ,

Although the.approximately one million’ l974 75 seniors who took the.SAT | Coe e

' were relatively apt compared to students generally, they nevertheless had sub-

stant1ally "lower SAT scores than the 1973-74 seniors who took the SAT. Appr0x-

[P

: imately 98 800 of the l973 74 seéniors, ;for example, had SAT—verbal scores at or
‘above 600 while 79,100 —- 20 percent fewer ~- of the slightly more humerous
1974=75 seniors had verbal scores that high. In the 200 - 40Q range, by con~

'trast the number of SAT-verbal scores dincreased by 8 percent In ‘the middle-
'of the score range, from 400 to 600, a slight increase of 1 pé&cent was. . «

- . . o
. N o .
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reglsfered - As a“ reselt of ail shch shifts, the SAT—Verbal‘average dropped by
vm o 10 points, from 444 among the 1973-74 seniors ‘to 434 among the 1974- 75 senlors
) A smaller decline, from 480 to 472, was' observed in the SAT-mathematlcal
i : average, and somewhat different shifts occurred_Ln the distrlbutlon of mathe-
. matical scores.’ The'number at or above 600 decreased by about 8 percent; the
number 1n the 200 - 400 range increased/by 13 percent, and the number in. the
: m1dd1e of the score range, between 400 and 600 decreased by 1 percent '

o Both SAT—verbal and SAI—mathematlcal score averages have declined s1nce o
" RE 1962 63 when they stood at 478 and 502 respectively. "The declines seen by
1968‘were small compared to the declines of more. recent years, and the declines

-

ﬂ; noted “above between the 1973- 7% and the 1974-75 cohorts are the largest so far
observed. Since 1968, at the latést, SAT Score averages have declined partly
"because of an increase im the number of relatively low scores.and partly because
ot.a decrease in the number of relatively high scores. $Since the'beginning;
the dgcline in the‘verbal scores has been larger than the decline in the mathe-
" matical scores. And since 1968 ‘the decline in the verbal scores.has ‘been |
larger for women than for men. ‘The 'decline in the mathematical scores has

'tended “to be larger for men than for women, but this tendency has been.rela—

t‘ = t1ve1y weak, and among 1974-75 - seniors woman had 1arger mathematlcal score
declines.’ .
et ! ’ : R ) : o . .
ol d; ' Table'A. . SAT Score Averagés for College—Bound’Senlors, 1966 67 - 1974-75 -~
| Verbal ' _ o t Mathematlcal - v
- . ', Male Female  Total " Male Female; " Total »
1966-67 =~ 463 - 468 ' 466 « ' 514 467 . 492 .
; -1967-68 . - 464 466 © 466 512~ 470 - 492
- ©1968-69 . 459 466 , 463 . 51% 470 - 493
1969-76 © 459 . 461 460 . 509 465 ' 488,
1970-71 454 457 455 : 507 466 488
1971=72. 454 452 04537 7 505 461 * 484
1972-73 446 - 443 T T 445 - 502 460 481
- 1973-74. 447 442 444 501 459 480

© . 1974-75 437 - 431 - 434 . 495 449 472

12 . . . #‘\ > ) / | a




"average. In fact,. the most recéﬁt éstimate is that If}all Juniors and seniors

* ACHLEVEMENT TEST SCORES

* The SAT score averages given in the !let four rows of Table A for college— ‘

e ‘ . - . % . v

. . Lo 4 . - N ’
. i A < ey

.'bound seniors of 1971—72 through 1974?75 are ﬁrom Table 7 of successive editions -

of . the College—Bound Seniors series of reports, which began in 4972 " The averages '

for 1966 67 through 1970~71 are estimates of ‘the averages that would have been

-reported for college-bound seniors of those years if such reports had been pro- S

- N

duced for those years. : - : v e : '

One of the more pervasive myths about’ SAT scores is that a score of 500 iS ' e

A

t°°k the SAT, their SAT-verbal averagemwould be " about 368, and the SAT-verbal I
average for the college—bound seniors of 1974~ 75 who actually took the test is
seeﬁ in Table®A to ‘be 434. . e . <y

- - - - <.
-

R < ~°

,J . . "’/
The ATP Achiqvement Test series includes one—hour‘obJective tests in 14 academic .
subjects. About one-fourth' of the students who take the SAT also take one or ‘

more Achievement Tests. The students who take the Achievement Tests typically

" take- three, one of which is(nearly always the English Composition Test. A'

{next in popularity over a fourth chqose it. - The tremaining 11 Achievement ' L

'averages aCcompany each distribution."

'Test._ ' Comparable figures for previous high school classes are available only in~

"and the numbers (in thousands) of candidates nationally for each Achievement

second p0pular subject is mathematics, which Ls tested at two levels. Relatively
few students take Mathematics Level 11 che more advanced level) “but more than
two-thirds of ., the students who take Achievement Tests . include Mathematics Level 1

in their series. The Achievement Test in. American History and Social Studies is -

Tests. enjQy much smaller volumes as candidates round out their series of three
With a test in a subJect in which they feel better prepared or With one specif-
ied by a ‘college they want to attend. .

. ATP- Summary Reports include. (in Table 8) Achievement Test score distributions
for the seven most frequently chosen tests and a score distribution for Achieve-
ment Test averages that include scores from all- Achievement Tests taken. .Score

. '

" For 1974-75 college-bound seniors, Table B ifcludes natibnal: score averages

the case of the more;popular tests.
. oy h2:




Russian o n/a’ nfa + n/a

-rank .themselves among others of their age with referencé to 14 skilisfgnd

\

~a . - ) ‘- t

A L
v »

The score average for all Achievement Tests taken increased slightly (to 527)

among college—bound seniors of 1972-73 and increased markedly (q% 533) among - ;‘
‘ 1973—74 college—bound seniors. This score average declined slightly (to 531),
however, among ‘the: 1974-75 seniors. Thelr averages were 1ower for the Biologys-"

Test. by 1 point, for the English CompOsition Test - by 2 points, for the American ‘

History and Social Studies Test by 4 points, the French Test by 7 points, for =

" the Chemistry Test by 12 points, ‘and, for the- Spanish Test by 16 points. Mathe—

——maties Bevei Irscores, by’contrastwﬁtuiwmnrdEéii‘é‘aﬁong ivla—lb seniors..

-
r
’

Table B. :Achievement Test Score.AVe;ages, 1971-72 - 1974~75

(Numbers in thousands)

SUBJECT . = . - 1971-72 -1972-73  1973-74 1974~ 75 ) !
NOA N N N AN AV
Average for all . , oo o _ y
. Achievement Tests - 335 526 294 527 - 247 533 228 531 ‘
e : _ s N _ .
English Composition 33 516 275 51¢%,g 228 517  212. 515 -
Mathematics Level I 240 541 211 537 ~172 545 158 545
American History -and Les . \
Social Stuﬂies 105 492 87 498 71 498 = 64 494 !
Biology . 51 535-- ' 51 532 46 545 46 544
French T .- 52 539 T 47 544 © 38 560 34 553 vt
Chemistryﬁ . ..~ 48 568 43 572 37 581 33 569 :
:Mathematics Level II ' n/a - n/a n/a 29 660 -
Spanish T 34 530 33 539 28 560 26 544 :
‘Literature ' n/a- n/a n/a 21 522
- Physics i n/a - n/a. n/a - 12 601
German o . n/a n/a - nfa 7 Sély
European History and. o ' AT
. World Cultures - nfa .. - n/a n/a 5 531
Latin R n/a n/a "n/a- -2 5. e
Hebrew ' n/a . n/a n/a 1 377 .
1

540

STUDENTS' SELF-ASSESSMENT OF THEIR SKILLS AND ABILITIES

" The ATP-questionnaire pxovides college-bound students with an opportunity to

-

14 .

.

\
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abilities A About one—flfth of the 1974~75 seniors ranked themselves in the top
1 percent in ability to get along Withfothers,,and about 10. percent ranked themr
selves in the top 1 percent -in leadershlp Only in mechanics, musid, and art
did appreciable percentages C?O 20, and l9 respectively) of l974—75 seniors
rank themselves as below averq A . -
The 1974-75 seniors ratéd t emselves more. highly 'than the l973—74 seniors SR
.rated themsélves. Among men, there were significant increases in ratings on |

7racting, art, athletics, leadership, mathematics, and sales Among women, sig—',

nificant increases were observed in. acting, leadership, and sales.

'EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

wee -

Ve . _ E : e
- The confiderce that students who take the SAT have in’their social‘skills may "

" result in part from their extensive and intensive-egperiences with extra-
curricular activities Large numbers report active‘participation in community
and religious groups (Table 14), athletics (Table lS) high school clubs and

* - organizations (Table 16), and other extracurricular activities of all sorts '

- (Table 18). .One-fourth. report themselves as leaders in community or religious

‘groups, and more than one—third indicate that they held at least one major
offlce in a high school club or organization

More thand half of the men ‘and a quarteg -of the woren indicate having been

‘on a varsity athletic team, and fost of each report wihning at least one varsity
letter. The percentage of women reporting Varsity participation in recent years
has increased steadily from 20 percent among' the college-bound seniors of 1972~73.
to 26 percent among . the l974 75 cohort. Over the same years, the percentages of
'college—bound students of both sexes reporting no., participation in athletics has :
declined slightly (Table 15). '

3

g -
.

'
-

PLANS FOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND ADVANCED DEGREES

-« %

»
-

&
In response to a question about the highest level of education they plan to

‘complete, roughly a quarter -- but a smaller fraction than among previous

15°

18
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~

-seniors - indicated'that they were undecided. 0nly small percentages, 8 percent

qf the women and 5 percent of the men, indicated plans to complete only a two-
year’ program, but 45 percent of- the men and 35 percent of the women lanned to
complete a postbaccalaureate degree Women report less ambitious degree p1ans

than men, but this sex difference decreased among both 1973-74 and 1974~75 "

~seniors as-in consecutive years -the level of aspiration increased re'among .

women than among men : . : L U ‘

L4

Students registering té take the ' college boards" are also asked whether

. they plan to apply’for placement in advahced courses, course credit, or exemp-

tion from required courses." About three-fifths of. the»responde ts planned -
such application in at least one of these areas: English (244), science (237%),

mathematics (22%), history (l7%),tand‘foreign languages- (14%). [The percentages

'of seniors- with such plans in at least one area 1ncreased bath émong the 1973-74

seniors and among’ “the 1974 75 seniors . !

P -. ‘ .

' COLLEGE HOUSING PREFERENCES

-

o ‘ R v ’ ' B -
Students can indicate on the questionnaire where they mpuld prefer to live

during the first two years of college. About a quarter of the 1974-75 seniors
indicated that they preferred to live at shome (Table 13). About “half would '

_prefer to’ livé in a dormitory, and only small percentadges, eSpecially among

‘ women, prefer a fraternity or sorority house, an on-éampus apartment, or an

ofocampus apartment. Three out of five men who preferred a Hormitory pre-
ferred a coeducationalﬂ one, but most of the- women who preferred a dormitory

preferred a single~sex one.

‘ ! . ‘ ‘. Lo . . . . . -
FIRST CHOICE INTENDED FIELD OF STUDY IN COLLEGE o

/

Nearly 200 specific fields of college study,” grouped under nearly 30 broad

curriculum areas, are listed in the ATP questiorinaire. Students re8pond by.”
2 .

indicatin their first and second choices. The first choices of the 1974-75

seniors are distributed by broad area (e.g., agriculture) in Table 10A and

19
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5 B -
A and by specific fields,(e g., dairy science) in Table lOB

. | " The most popular broad curriculum areas, with the percentage of l974 75 '

¥ \seniors ch0051ng ‘them (in parentheses), are health and medical (14, 9A),,bus1ness
‘ and commerce (11.5%), education (9.1%), biological sciences (8. OA), social

) sciencesu(7 7%2), and engineering 6: 7A). It should be. noted however, that the\

" area of education owes its relatively-high rank for both sexes combined to its
popularity among wonkn (13.82) . Similarly, engineering is a popular ‘area among

men (12 9A) but is the first choice of a relatively small Percentagelof womén

- (0.92). o R S , ) T .
Disregarding area groupings, some relatively popular specific fieldd of

+ study (and the percentages choosing them) were premedicine (4. lA), nursing-
registered (4.0%), business management and administration (3. ZA),VaCcounting
(3:1%), mathtmatics (2.0%), political science (2. OA), physical education (l 9A),

ot elementary education (1.8%), secretarial studies (1.6%), and electrical engineer—
ing (1.5%). . . : - ‘ RO
- K ) L , B .
I a
HELP WANTED
. \ N ) : » ) . ! 7.; .
- , ) %ﬁ _

" The ATP, questionnaire includes an item about help that students may want to- re~
celve outside regular course work in college. About two-fifths of the respon-
dents from among 1974;75 seniors indicated that they wanted help in finding..
* part-time work.  About one-third indicated that they wanted .counseling about
' educational and vocational plans and opporfunities. Only 3 percent wanted coun-
seling about personal problems. : | . s

A large fraction of the students said they wanted help, outside regular
course work, in’ academic areas®™ Roughly a fifth of the questionnaire respon~-
dents, «for example, wanted help in developing . good study habits. Simflarly,
17 percent of the students wanted help outside regular course work in improving:
~ their. mathematical ability, 13 percent wanted such help in increasing reading
LI ability, and 11 percent wanted help in improving their writing ability.

.




ACCOMPLISHMENT AND AMBITION ' S -

It seems clear from the data in the tables that follow that the majority of the ,
~~~:1974 75 seniors who took the SAT are scholastically apt and studied extensively A
. in academic subjects in high school. These students have been and plan to be :
~busy with extracurricular activities and are confident of their social skills,
n They also seem eager for further schooling, even though they are undecided_in_~

considerable HUQP?F§M§§99£WFhEW?§F99t of their degree ambitions.

3
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Areas Servedby
College Board Offices

Middle States Regional Office
College Entrance Examination Board
~ 65 East Elizabeth Avenue - '

Bethlchiom, Pennsylvania 18018 |

(215-691-5906) . v

-~ Midwestern Regional Office _
" _College Entrance Examination Board
© 990 Grove Street. - R
Evanston, Hlinois 60201 4 .
- (312-869-1840) - ¢ -
- New England Regional Office -3
« “Qollege Erntrance Examination Board
. " 470 Totten Pond Road . o -
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154
F(517-890-9150) .. . -
Sou'}hgrn Regional Office ) -
“ (lollege Entrance Examination Board -
Suite; 200, -
17 Exccutive Park Drive, N.E. 7 -
© Atlanta;Glorgia'30329- - ° ¢ . -
" (404-6:36-9465) o
Southwestern Regional Office )
, - ' College Entrance Examination Board
Suite 119, 3810-Medical Purkway
. Austin, Texas 78756 . ¢ :
(512.454-7701) "
" Western Regional Office  * S
o College Entrance Examination Board
© %800 Welch Road - -~ -
Palp Alto, Californta 94304
{115-321-5211). .

o Suite 23, 2142 South High Stre
Denver, Colorado 80210
G303-977-4434) '

Puerto Rico Office

College Entrance Examination Board .
- The New Banico Popular Center

Snite 1201 -
. Luis Munoz-Rivern Avenug

Hato Rey, Puerto Rico :

(B0Y-765-56876)

‘Mailing address: Box 1275 .
" Hato Ry, Bsgto Rico 00919 -




